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OUR MISSION

United Way of Chautauqua County
mobilizes the community to help every
person and family improve their lives.

STRATEGIC AREAS OF IMPAGT

Youth Opportunity
Health Equity
Community Resiliency

Self Sufficiency



A MESSAGE
FROM OUR
LEADERS

Friends and Partners,

It is both a privilege and a joy to
serve as leaders of United Way of
Chautauqua County. This past year
marked an exciting milestone as
our first full year as a newly merged
organization—a year defined by stronger
collaboration, expanded impact, and a growing presence across our community. As
you read through this report, we hope you'll share in our pride and gratitude for all that we
accomplished together and the momentum we’re building.

* Together, we celebrated another successful county-wide fundraising campaign under the exceptional
leadership of Andy and Lisa Goodell. Their dedication and hard work helped raise an outstanding $1,792,264
in support of our mission. We were especially encouraged by the record number of Tocqueville Society donors
(gifts of $10,000 or more). In fact, our Leadership Circle donors collectively contributed more than $467,757 - a
powerful demonstration of how United, We Do More.

* We also launched our very first county-wide Day of Caring, bringing together 66 volunteers who served at
15 project sites, contributing more than 300 hours of hands-on service in a single day. That spirit of service
extended far beyond one event. When you combine volunteers supporting our campaign, allocations
process, VITA program, Wegmans bagging events, reading to kids during Literacy Week, Girls In Sports, our
golf tournament, and our Board of Directors, an incredible 560 volunteers gave 3,476 hours of their time to
United Way last year. Their generosity reminds us that philanthropy is measured not only in dollars, but also
in time, talent, and compassion. United, We Do More.

* We were proud to celebrate another meaningful milestone when, for the first time in the 44-year history of
the Joseph H. Mason Award, the honor was presented to a labor union member from the City of Dunkirk
and the United Steelworkers of America. This award recognizes active and retired union members whose
commitment to community service reflects the very best of our region.

» Behind the scenes, our Board of Directors completed a strategic planning process that will guide United
Way’s future, ensuring we remain focused on the community’s greatest needs while strengthening our ability
to create measurable, lasting change.

* This was also a year of growing awareness around ALICE-Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed-
families who work hard yet continue to struggle to afford the basics. Through 19 ALICE Experiences with
leaders across the education and healthcare sectors, we helped more community members better understand
the challenges facing thousands of hardworking households in Chautauqua County and the role we can all
play in creating solutions.

Perhaps most importantly, we fully implemented our new community investment and collective impact framework.
Working alongside our funded partners, we began measuring outcomes across 46 programs aligned with our four
strategic impact areas: Youth Opportunity, Health Equity, Community Resiliency, and Self-Sufficiency. This work
represents more than a new funding model-it reflects a shared commitment to investing in strategies that produce
meaningful, measurable results for our community.

None of these accomplishments happened because of one organization acting alone. They happened because individuals,
businesses, labor partners, volunteers, nonprofits, and donors chose to work together toward a common purpose. Alone,

we can only do so much. United, We Do More.

Amy Rohler, Executive Director Kathy Burch, Board President



UNITED WAY



CAMPAIGN
GO-GHAIRS

campaign.

Lisa Goodell

Andrew Goodell

Goodell, an attorney and
Jamestown native, served
Chautauqua County for decades

in public office - and from 2011
to 2024 at the state level as
Assemblyman. When his Assembly
term ended in 2024, one of his
first commitments was a volunteer
one: co-chairing the United Way of
Chautauqua County’s annual fundraising

Goodell brings more than 36 years of nonprofit leadership to the campaign, including service as
Executive Director of Girl Scouts of Western New York and, until her retirement in 2020, Executive Director of
the Chautauqua Blind Association — both funded community partners of United Way.

This year, United Way of Chautauqua County carried

the momentum of its first countywide campaign as the
“United Ways” to a new milestone —its first campaign

as one officially-merged organization. While the work of
the campaign remained the same, United Way continued
to build on the groundwork laid last year, holding more
campaign presentations, reaching more workplaces all the
while sharing a single message: that on our own we can
only do so much, but united we do more.

Under the leadership of Campaign Co-Chairs Andrew and
Lisa Goodell, the 2025 Campaign launched with a kickoff
at Tulip’s Brunch House in Mayville, bringing together
the partner agencies, volunteers, donors, and community
leaders who power United Way’s work. The Goodells
brought a unique pair of perspectives to the role — with
Andy’s decades of public service and Lisa’s decades
leading the very kinds of community organizations United
Way funds. Together, they shared the conviction that

the campaign is not about raising money. It’s about the
impact United Way is able to make locally as a result of
the campaign and how essential the work is to children,
families and seniors right here in Chautauqua County.

Throughout the campaign, the United Way staff met
community members where they were at: from shop

floors, back-to-school events, seasonal festivals, early
morning shift changes, on school buses and more.
Presentations were delivered in English and Spanish,
sometimes to crowds of more than 100 and other times to
as few as a handful — and all because United Way believes
that if someone is going to be asked to give, staff should
stand in front of them and share the measurable local
impact of their gift. Last year alone, United Way programs
impacted the lives of local individuals a total of 63,249
times.

When it comes down to it, United Way’s annual
fundraising campaign is all about people. Volunteers
powered the campaign from start to finish, from
delivering campaign packets and assembling mailings
to championing United Way inside their respective
workplaces. Generosity showed up at every level, from
individual donors at workplaces to the members of
our Leadership Circle to the support of our longtime
foundation partners, labor unions and corporate sponsors
who all help make impact possible here at home in
Chautauqua County.

And that is what this year's campaign message was all
about: On our own, we can only do so much. United, as
donors, volunteers, partners, and neighbors, we do more.

The 2025 Fundraising Campaign surpassed its goal of $1.7 million, an achievement made possible
by the generosity of local donors. In total, the 2025 Campaign raised $1,792,264. Leadership Circle
members again made an outsized impact, with 242 donors contributing a total of $467,757.




TOTAL
RAISED

$1,792,264 D

About United Way’s Annual Impact Awards

Established in 2020 during United Way’s 100th anniversary, the
award is presented to individuals who have been impacted in
some way by United Way or its partner network and who are
now making a meaningful difference in the lives of others.

JACOB THIERFELDT

As a dedicated employee at Wegmans, Jacob Thierfeldt played
a central role in helping lead the United Way workplace
campaign at Wegmans this year, ensuring that every
employee had the opportunity to learn about United Way’s
mission, ask questions, and be invited to participate.

Jacob’s involvement began after participating in the ALICE
Experience, which opened his eyes to how many hardworking
families in Chautauqua County are living close to the financial
edge. That awareness led him to take action through
volunteering with United Way partner agencies, giving as a

donor, and using his voice to encourage others to get involved.

RON & MELISSA CHWOIDAK

Ron and Melissa Chwojdak have given countless hours
leading CPR trainings, responding to local emergencies,
supporting disaster relief efforts outside the county,
coordinating blood drives, assisting with smoke alarm
installations, and volunteering at the Fred Basket Food Pantry
in Fredonia.

Their service is deeply personal. Ron was once supported by
the Red Cross during his service in Vietnam, and Melissa’s
family experienced firsthand the life-saving importance of
blood donations.

UNITED

WEDO MORE

2023 GAMPAIGN

Beth Burmaster
Liberty Vineyards

Pam Burmaster
Liberty Vineyards

Maureen Donahue
Retired, Southwestern
Schools

John Fisher
Purina

Dave Foti
M&T Bank

Alex Grace
UBS Auer & Associates

Carol Hay
Retired, Panama Schools

Dave Lockwood
Lockwood Insurance

Theresa Meger
Retired, Wegmans

Ashley Murawski
Purina

Pamela Noll
Allied Alarm

Melissa Pietrkiewicz
Partners In Kind
Mark Prechtl
Retired, Chautauqua
Patrons

Laurie Reynolds
Prevention Works

Melanie Witkowski
Prevention Works




THANK YOU
LEADERSHIP

GIRGLE

TOCQUEVILLE SOGIETY $10,000+

Diane Carlson

Dr. & Mrs. James and Marcia Cirbus
Mary Ellen and Martin Fritz
Andrew and Lisa Goodell

William R. Goodell

Sandra Gustafson

Rex and Micki McCray

Thomas and Amy Pembridge
Pamela Petre Reis

Mr. & Mrs. David and Marjorie Switala
Weinberg Family

FOUNDERS GIRGLE $5,000+
Tom and Jane Becker
Chris and Allison Colburn
Phineas and Sara DeMink
Mr.James E. Fitzgerald

Vito Flitt Ir.

Donna and Mark Hampton Family
Mrs. Carol Hay

David and Lisa Painter
Michael and Karen Roberts
Dr.James A. Schultz

Ed and Bevin Shults Il

Tim and Betsy Shults
William and Kari Soffel
Rick and Terry Turner

John and Kristy Zabrodsky

BUILDERS SOCIETY $2,500+
Hans and Kari Auer

Todd J. Button

David and JoAnn Colburn
Craig and Becky Colburn
Lou and Melissa Deppas
Sylvia D. Derrick

Joan and Bruce Erickson
Jacqueline Grimm

Lyndon and Melanie Gritters
Kain and Jordan Kolstee

Randall and Susan Manitta

Mike and Cathy Moots

Aaron and Aimee Olson

Thomas and Faith Olson

Karen Peterson Dennerlein

Dr. & Mrs. Bert and Mary Rappole
Wayne and Victoria Rishell
Jacob and Keilen Sam

Dr. Robert L. Siegel

Mr. & Mrs. Todd and Alexis Singleton
Patricia and Richard Slater

Chris and Mallory Smith

Peter and Holly Sullivan

Ricky and Heather Turner

Mr. Tom Turner

Mr. & Mrs. Derek Watkins

STEWARDSHIP SOCIETY $1,300-

Joe and Leigh Ann Bellitto

Mrs. Barbara Blanchard

Heather C. Brown and Sam Triscari
Mr.James and Emily Cama

Chris J. Cooke and Todd Anderson
Maureen and Mark Donahue
Gregory and Carrie Edwards
Mr.and Mrs. Daniel Evans

Ms. Kelly Farrell

Andrew & Kathleen Finson

Mat and Lane Hagberg

Polly Hampton and Kenny Macdonald
Mr. & Mrs. Paul and Anne Hedin
Garrett J. Hirschman

Mr. & Mrs. Martin and Patricia Idzik
Tory and Adam Irgang

Gary and Kay Johnson

Jeff and Rhonda Johnson

Mr. Robert S.Johnson

Denise Jones

Deb and Deke Kathman
Betsy Kidder and Jim Sherry
Dr. & Mrs. Wolf-Dieter Krahn
Mr. & Mrs. Charles and Terri Lynn
Mr. & Mrs. David P. Mackowiak
Richard and Janice Marks

Bob and Gail Miller

Dr. Lillian Vitanza Ney

Ms. Pamela Noll

Dr.Evadne Ong

Ryan and Danielle Patti

Dr. Erin and Mr. Brian Pender
Greg and Cynthia Peterson
Amy and Adam Rohler

Mr. Thomas Schmidt

Bob and Barbara Scott

Curt and Joyce Sechler

John F. Sherwood

James M. Smith

Lee and Jennifer Stein

Dr. Karolyn Stonefelt

Ed and Lisa Sunday

Christine Swanson

James and Jolean Swanson
Linda V. Swanson

Greg and Laurie Whitermore
Dr. Anna and Mr. Robert Wohlgemuth
Allen Yahn

LEADERSHIP GIRCLE $1000-
Abigail S. Adam
Michael and Lisa Allenson
Kathy Grace Anderson

(In memory of Dr. Tim Grace)
Natalie and Lawrence Ball
Mr. & Mrs. David and Kellie Bargar

Ms. Nancy Bargar

Robert and Mary Bargar
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Bielata
Gregory Bentley

Krista and Joe Camarata
Dr. & Mrs. Patrick and Karen Collins
Erik and Lori Dahlgren
Mr. Daryl M. Damcott
Frances DeLuney

David and Alison Dengler
David and Camille Dibble
Larry and Lorraine Diggs
Kelly and Adam Dimitri
Kurt and Kym Eimiller
Mary A Farrell

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond and Jeanine Fashano

Tye Flurie

Bianca Gardner

Alex and Katie Grace

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Greer
Mr. Richard Michael Grey
Ms. Nancy L. Hagedorn

Ms. Emelia Harley

Ms. Lynda J. Harris

Mr. Benjamin D. Hartung
Rhoe and Sharron Henderson
Denise and Tom Heppeler
Alan and Lisa Holbrook
Vince and Barb Horrigan
Kaine and Tracy Kelly
Richard and Susan Ketcham
Dr. & Mrs. Tarig Khan

Mrs. Jane Kidder

Steve and Gesele Koehler
Thomas and Jessica LaBart
Mr. Daniel Lausterer

Mr. Dan M. Lawrence

Kyle and Xuefei Leikam



Ms. Jennifer Lumia
Paul Hedberg and Ruth Lundin

Sara and Stan Lundine

Mr. Mark Mackey

Mr. Christopher Maggio

Jose A Maissonet Bermudez
Leyshalee Maissonet

Mr. Tommy C. Mazzurco

Lewis and Diana Meckley

Michael and Marjorie Metzger
Deborah and Brian Moore Kushmaul
Ken and Larissa Morris
Mark and Tamara Nelson
Dan and Brigetta Overcash
Parker-Bobseine Family
Ronald and Paula Passafaro
Max and Jeanine Pickard
John and Marie Plumb
Renee and Mark Prechtl

Ms. Denise Pusateri

Mr. Thomas Rankin

Daniel and Wendy Reininga

Maria Rivera Carmona

Ms. Kathleen M. Russo

Adam and Courtney Sampson
Tina and Andrew Sandstrom
Brenda Schultz

Doug and Lisa Schutte

Susan S. Seamans

Richard and Catherine Shelley
David and Elizabeth Shepherd
Steven and Michele Starwalt-Woods
Jason and Cassie Stronz

Terry and Katie Stronz

Ms. Alex Sullivan

Christopher Griffith and Amit Taneja
Robert VanEvery and Judith Claire
Joseph Vaughn

Mr. Michael L. Waller

David and Nita Walter

Dana and Joelle Washer

Dr. Jeanne Wiebenga-Stirniman
Jay and Lisa Yaggie

EMERGING LEADERS 300+

Donors under 40

Kaitlin Ames and Kyle Bennish
Lucas Catalano

Javier and Katie Castro

Jared Drocy

John and Casey Foti

Lindsey and Jordan Goold

Eric and Brooke Harvey

Sara E. Kennison

Jake Myers

Kristofer and Simone Sellstrom
Jordan Steves

Nayla Torres

Wegmans Leadership Donors




THANK YOU
CAMPAIGN
DONORS

$125,000-

Cummins
Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation

$100,000-$124,393

Gebbie Foundation
Wegmans Food Markets

$40,000 - $99,999

Hultquist Foundation

Jessie Smith Darrah Fund

Lenna Foundation
Nestle-Purina PetCare Company

$20,000-$39,999
Carnahan-Jackson Foundation
Chautauqua Chemicals Company
Clark Trust United Way Fund
Hultquist Foundation
Jamestown Public Schools
Jessie Smith Darrah Fund
Lenna Foundation
SUNY Fredonia
Weber-Knapp Company
Winifred Crawford Dibert
Foundation

$10,000-$19,999

Allied Alarm Services

Board of Public Utilities
Chautauqua County Employees
Community Bank NA

Hopes Windows

IBEW Local 106

Lake Shore Paving

Lakeview Correctional Facility
Lucile Parsons Charitable Trust
M &T Bank

National Grid

New Flyer

Refresco

Shults Auto Group

SKF Aeroengine N. A.

Spectrum Eyecare
The Resource Center
UPMC Chautauqua

$5000-$9,999

Abraham Lincoln
Elementary School

Advanced Manufacturing
Technology

Ag Team

Allied Fire Protection

Blackstone Advanced
Technologies LLC

Cattaraugus County Bank

Chautauqua Institution

City of Jamestown

Dahlstrom Rollform

ERA Team VP Real Estate

Fancher Chair Company

Fifth Third Bank

Jamestown High School

Matric Limited

Monofrax

Northwest Bank

Southern Chaut. Federal
Credit Union

Southern Tier Brewing Company

Southwestern Central School

Tops Markets, Inc.

Two Lights Foundation

United Way of Chautauqua County

Weinberg Financial Group

$2500-$4,999

AAA Jamestown

Century 21 Turner Brokers
Chautauqua Patrons Insurance
Classic Brass

DFT Communications

Dunkirk City School District
Falconer Central School
Fredonia Central School
Frewsburg Central School
Gebbie Foundation Employees
Highmark insurance
Jamestown Community

Learning Council

Legend Group/Deppas Insurance

Merrill Lynch Pierce Fenner & Smith

Slone Melhuish / Mayville Tremaine
Insurance

UBS Financial Services

W(CD Boys & Girls Club of
Jamestown

YMCA of Jamestown

$1,000-§2,499

Ahlstrom-Schaeffer Electric Corp.

AKS Sign Designs & Marketing

Alliance Advisory Group, Inc.

Artone

Buffamante Whipple Buttafaro PC

Carlyle C. Ring School

Centra Credit Union

Chautauqua Adult Day Services

Chautauqua Hospice &
Palliative Care

Chautauqua Lake Central School

Chautauqua Lake Child Care Center

Chautauqua Region Community
Foundation

Chautauqua Striders, Inc.

Child Advocacy Program of

Chautauqua County

City of Dunkirk

Clinton V. Bush School

County of Chautauqua IDA

Courier Capital

CP & D Auto Defaults

Dawson Metal Company

Dibble Family Fund

Dot's Gift Boutique

Dylix Corporation

El Greco Woodworking.

Ellison Bronze, Inc.

Falconer Printing & Design

Family Health Medical Services

Family Service of the
Chautauqua Region

Fredonia Beaver Club

Fresh Press Studios

George A. Persell School

George Washington Middle School
Halls Hometown Insurance
Jamestown Awning
Jamestown Plastics
Johnson, Mackowiak, & Associates
Larson-Timko Funeral Home
Lawson Boat and Motor
Liberty Mutual
Lind Funeral Home
Meals on Wheels of Jamestown Area
Mental Health Association
Milton J. Fletcher School
Native Pride - First American
NextEra Energy
Prevention Works
R Patti Concrete & Excavating
Randolph Central School
Rehabilitation Specialists
Ripley Central Schools
Salvation Army
Sherman Central School
Southern Tier Environments

for Living (STEL)
Summit Wealth Management
Thomas Jefferson Middle School
TPS Fuel

$900-$939

All Metal Specialties Inc.

Bemus Point Central School
Cassadaga Valley Central School
Chautauqua Health Network
Chautauqua Opportunities
Chautauqua Safety Education Village
Credit Union at SUNY Fredonia

D &S Glass Service Ltd.

Daniel Shin Chiropractic

Eckman Insurance Agency

Faculty Student Association
Fessenden, Laumer, Deangelo, PLLC
Jamestown Electro-Plating Works, Inc.
Lawley-Rhoe B. Henderson Agency
Northwest Arena

NYS Department of Transportation
Panama Central School

Peter D. Clark, Attorney at Law



Quick Solutions

Raynor's Liquor Store

Samuel G. Love School

St. George Enterprises

Saxton, Kocur and Associates

Schaffner Knight Minnaugh &
Company, PC

Spray Tech Finishing

The Chautauqua Center

YW(CA Jamestown

UPT0 $499

A Children’s Place Day Care

Abers Acres

Add Lumber Company

Allen Park Women's Club

Ames Insurance Agency

Cabana Sam’s Sunset Bay Grill

Campus & Community
Children’s Center

Centene - Fidelis Care

Chautauqua County Chamber
of Commerce

Chautauqua Sunrise TV

Ciancio Mechanical Inc.

Clymer Central School

Cynde B Photography

David M. Civilette, PC

Erie2-Chautauqua-Cattaragus
BOCES

Girl Scouts of Western New York

Glatz Agency

Greater Chautauqua Federal
Credit Union

HBKS Wealth Advisors

Jamestown Roofing

Jenn's Lake Service

Johnson Estate Winery

Key Bank National Association

Lamar Advertising

Larson Orthodontics
Lena's Pizza & Sub Shop
Liberty Vineyard & Winery
Lions Club of Jamestown
Lockwood Agency
Lundberg Price PC
Lutheran Social Services
Merritt Estate Winery, Inc.
Muldowney Development
My Benefit Advisor

Noble Winery

North Chautauqua Dental

Northern Chautauqua Community

Foundation Employees &
Director Gifts
Post-Journal
ProFinish Painting

Putnam Record Insurance Agency

RPM Service Center

Sir PrintsAlot

Southern Tier Trailer

Sparkling Ponds Winery

Stanton’s Garage

The Relief Zone

Trinity Biotech USA

Vandette Law PLLC

Walmart Stores

Western Division Federal
Credit Union

Westfield Academy and
Central Schools

Willow Creek Winery

Workforce Investment Board /
Chautauqua Works

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR LOCAL
FOUNDATIONS FOR THEIR LONGTIME
SUPPORT TO UNITED WAY

Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation

Gebbie Foundation, Inc.

Hultquist Foundation

Lenna Foundation

Jessie Smith Darrah Fund

Clark Trust United Way Fund
Winifred Crawford Dibert Foundation
Carnahan-Jackson Foundation

CHAUTAUQUA
CHEMICALS
® COMPANY

:.: Nestle
PURINA.

. A
Refresco

NEW FLYER.

Eyecare

5KF,

FREDONIA

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

/AWeberKnapp



Throughout the year, United Way of Chautauqua

County brings the community together for events that

SPEG I Al are about more than fundraising. They are a chance to gather, to
celebrate, and to be part of United Way. From the ice to the greens to

G A M P AI G N a great outdoor concert stage, these gatherings turn community spirit

into momentum for the annual campaign, and they remind us how
much we can accomplish when we come together.

EVENTS CURLING NIGHT

Now in its third year, United Way's annual

Curling Night at Northwest Arena drew a

dozen teams to hit the ice this past November.

The "total points” style event was first launched in

2023 by then-Campaign Chair Rex McCray and was

again spearheaded by Rex this past year in partnership

with Northwest Arena Executive Director Keith Martin.

AG TEAM CHARITY GOLF GLASSIC

Now in its 13th year, the AG Team United Way Charity Golf Classic remains
one of United Way of Chautauqua County’s signature events, a staple of

our fundraising in Northern Chautauqua County and a meaningful annual
tradition for the community. Held each year at Shorewood Country Club, this
year’s tournament was scheduled for June 22 but had to be postponed due to
inclement weather and rescheduled for July 13, when golfers, sponsors, and
volunteers turned out in full force. The tournament was sponsored this year

by Title Sponsor AG Team; Gold Sponsors First American, Purina, Southern
Chautauqua Federal Credit Union, Dupers, and the Fredonia Beaver Club; Silver
Sponsors DFT Communications, TPS Petroleum Products, and South Ripley Solar
Project; and Bronze Sponsors Brooks TLC Hospital, Courier Capital, Fredonia
Place, Putnam Record Insurance Agency, and Southern Tier Environments for
Living. Thanks also to Media Partner Kix Country 96.5 FM.

UNITED WAY DAY AT SOUTHERN TIER BREWING COMPANY

In its second year this past year, United Way Day at Southern Tier Brewing
Company proved bigger and better than the first, with a full day of live music,
sunshine, and community spirit on display. Thanks to the musicians for donating
their time and talents: Slim and Red, Derek Davis, Porcelain Busdrivers, Charity
Nuse and her band, and Vinny and The Mudflaps. During the day, a portion of
proceeds from sales were donated by Southern Tier to UWCHQ. Andrew Jasper
at Southern Tier Brewing Company and John Streed of Blue Moon Management
created and coordinated this annual event. MegaSound provided the sound and
lighting that kept the music great from start to finish.

363 SMALL BUSINESS CIRCLE

The 365 Small Business Circle invites local businesses to invest in their community for just $1 a day. When a small

business joins, its annual gift helps power United Way’s work across Chautauqua County, strengthening the very
community its customers and employees call home. Small business, big impact.

MEMBER LEVEL: $363 LEADER LEVEL: $500+

Add Lumber TrueValue Jenn’s Lake Service LLC AKS Sign Designs & Marketing  Johnson, Mackowiak, & Associates, LLP
Cabana Sam’s Sunset Bay Grill Lena’s Pizza and Sub Shop Courier Capital Lind Funeral Home

Ciancio Mechanical, Inc. ProFinish Painting of WNY D&S Glass Service Quick Solutions

Cynde B Photography Sir Prints A Lot Eckman Insurance Agency Raynor’s Liquor Store
Dot’s Gift Boutique Stanton’s Garage Falconer Printing & Design Spray Tech Finishing
HBKS Wealth Advisors Jamestown Awning Inc.




GOLLEGTIVE

Creating lasting change in a community doesn’t happen through one program or one
organization alone. It takes people, partners, and systems working together toward
shared goals. United Way of Chautauqua County and its partner agencies are helping
to close gaps and ensure that individuals across the county have the support they
need to secure a better future — for themselves and the community.

Our work focuses on four key areas that help individuals and families build stability and thrive:

Youth Opportunity, Health Equity, Community Resiliency, and Self-Sufficiency.

Last year, UNITED WAY programs <
impacted the lives of local individuals

63,249 TIMES.
and a safe environment, away from domestic

@ violence crises.

1,489 seniors received resources and
@ services needed to remain independent
in their homes.
% %QS 19,254 positive impacts on local youth.

346 women were able to find stable housing

Families had their basic and emeregency
needs met 13,738 times.

Helping young people realize their full potential, from
birth to graduation.

Improving health and well-being, especially for our
most vulnerable neighbors.

Addressing immediate needs today to strengthen the

community and prepare for tomorrow.

Creating a ready workforce and a stronger financial
future for every generation.

THE NEED

The need in Chautauqua County is real, and growing.
Families are struggling to make ends meet. 46% live at
or below the ALICE Threshold. ALICE - Asset Limited,
Income-Constrained, Employed describes individuals
who earn too much to qualify for many services, yet
still cannot afford the basics. One in three children in
our county live in poverty. 22.5% of the population is
over 65 years old.

ALICE PERCENTAGES IN CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY



IMPACT IN
AGTION

THE ALICE EXPERIENGE

ALICE is a United Way acronym which stands for “Asset
Limited, Income Constrained, Employed.” The term represents
the growing number of working individuals and families who
work but are having trouble meeting their basic needs, both
locally and nationwide.

The numbers tell the story. In Chautauqua County, 46% of
households are struggling financially. Of those, 16% live in
poverty and 30% fall into the ALICE category. That is nearly
half of our neighbors facing impossible choices every month,
such as food or medicine — rent or child care.

Here in Chautauqua County, UWCHQ has been helping the
community to understand ALICE in recent years through the
ALICE Experience. This past year, staff has facilitated this
workshop more than 19 times in school districts, with county
government departments, high school students, and local
employers. We are continuing to deepen ALICE awareness
and solutions through expanded community partnerships.

Seeing the challenge clearly is the first step toward meeting it
together. The workshop turns awareness into understanding -
and understanding into the solutions our community needs.

DAY OF GARING

United Way of Chautauqua

County’s inaugural Day of Caring
demonstrated the power of bringing
people together around a shared
purpose. Held on August 15, 2025,
the event mobilized 66 volunteers
and six United Way staff members to
complete projects at 12 sites across
Jamestown, Dunkirk, and Fredonia

- generating nearly 300 hours of
service for local nonprofits and
schools.



> COMMUNITY IMPACT Self -Sufficiency
VITA

Each year, United Way of Chautauqua County administers the federal Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program, training volunteers to prepare income tax
returns as a free service for residents who qualify. Volunteers work to secure the
largest refund each taxpayer is eligible for, with a focus-on-valuable credits such-as
the Earned Income Tax Credit.

This past year, VITA volunteers logged 1,145 service hours and assisted 1,119 taxpayers
across Chautauqua County, preparing both federal and state returns. Their work
returned $1,922,188 in refunds to local residents and saved taxpayers $292,000 in

tax preparation fees, putting real money back in the pockets of working families and
seniors. It advances UWCHQ’s work in the area of Self Sufficiency, creating a ready
workforce and a stronger financial future.

2023 JOSEPH H. MASON AWARD Community Resiliency

Each year, United Way of Chautauqua County partners The 2025 Joseph H. Mason Award was presented
with organized labor to recognize an active or retired union | posthumously to the late James S.”Jim” Bickhart'of Dunkirk,
member whose exceptional volunteerism and community | a respected United Steelworkers leader whose decades

leadership have made a lasting difference in Chautauqua of labor advocacy and community service left an enduring
County. Presented during United Way'’s impact on Chautauqua County. The award was
annual Salute to Labor dinner, the accepted on his behalf by his wife of more than
Joseph H. Mason Community Service 56 years, Theresa Bickhart, during a ceremony
Award celebrates the longstanding attended by labor leaders;elected officials, and
partnership between United Way community supporters from across the county.
and organized labor while honoring
those who strengthen our community United Way’s Salute to Labor dinner remains one
through service beyond the workplace. of the organization’s most meaningful traditions
and is now in its 45th year this coming year. It
Supporting and recognizing organized celebrates the shared values of compassion,
labor aligns with United Way's strategic advocacy, and solidarity that connect local labor
impact area of Community Resiliency and community impact.

by celebrating the individuals who help
address today’s needs while building a
stronger, more connected community
for tomorrow.

From landscaping and painting to sorting donations and spending time with seniors and children,
volunteers tackled a wide variety of projects that strengthened organizations and enriched the lives
of those they serve. Agencies benefiting from Day of Caring included the Boys & Girls Clubs, Meals
on Wheels in both Jamestown and Dunkirk, Chautauqua Adult Day Services, CASA of Chautauqua,
Community Helping Hands, Prevention Works, Wheelock Primary School, and others.

Sponsored by Live CHQ, Refresco, and Wells, Day of Caring brought together volunteers from

businesses, foundations, and organizations throughout the county, including Purina, Refresco, Wegmans,
Northwest Bank, Tim Hortons, the Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation, The Hartford, Edward Jones, Northern
Chautaugua Community Foundation, Cassadaga Job Corps, Rose & Grace Studio, Social Chariot,

Creche, and Jamestown Young Professionals.

The day reflected United Way’s unique ability to connect individuals, businesses,
nonprofits, and schools, leveraging those relationships to mobilize people to action.




LITERACY WEEK

Thanks to more than 75 volunteers, United Way of
Chautauqua County’s 2026 Literacy Week reached 1,800
students in 124 classrooms across 10 school buildings in
seven school districts between April 20-24. Now in its 11th
year, Literacy Week reflects United Way’'s commitment

to Youth Opportunity,
helping young people
realize their full potential
from birth to graduation.
Presented in partnership
each year with CHQ
Professionals Group, the
week-long event again
provided free books

for all students to take
home.

This year, United Way'’s Literacy Week reached the Dunkirk,
Fredonia, Forestville, Ripley, Sherman, Sinclairville and
Brocton school districts.

Volunteers who participated in Literacy Week 2026
represented a wide range of organizations, highlighting
the cross-sector collaboration that makes this event
possible. This year's readers came from Jamestown
Plastics, Cattaraugus County Bank, Northern Chautauqua
Community Foundation (NCCF), SUNY Fredonia, the
SUNY Fredonia Women'’s Soccer Team, Southern Tier
Environments for Living (STEL), The Chautauqua Center,
Dunkirk Fredonia Telecommunications (DFT), the Boys
and Girls Club, Fidelis, the Chautauqua County Partnership
for Economic Growth (CCPEG), County of Chautauqua
Industrial Development Agency (CCIDA), E2CCB BOCES,
the Chautauqua Health Network, Purina, Cassadaga

Job Corps, County Government, and Putnam Record
Insurance Agency.

Literacy Week was supported by a generous grant

from Northern Chautauqua Community Foundation

and supported with book sponsorships from Dunkirk-
Fredonia Rotary Club as well as several individuals in the
community.




COMMUNITY BABY SHOWER

Each year,
United Way of
Chautauqua
County’s
Community
Baby Shower
mobilizes the
community
to support
local at-risk
mothers and

Essential items
are collected
and distributed
through United Way’s network of partner agencies and
other organizations, helping ensure families throughout
Chautauqua County have the resources they need to
give their children a strong start.

In total, the 2026 Community Baby Shower collected
new baby items valued at $8,522. This year's event
was supported by Northwest Arena, Patterson Library
in Westfield, M&T Bank locations in Fredonia and
Jamestown, Bemus Point Golf Club & Tap House,

Lane Women'’s Health Group, and Crown Street
Roasting Company. Thanks to James Prendergast
Library Association and the Holmberg Foundation for
the donation of new board books. Beyond physical
donations, we're also thankful for the many individuals
who made contributions during the collection drive as
well as during Give Big CHQ. Agencies that received
donated goods include: CHQ Open Arms Foster Closet,
Chautauqua County Rural Ministry, Creche Jamestown,

GIRLS IN SPORTS

their newborns.

Youth Opportunity

Elm and Oak Health, Jamestown Community Learning
Council, The Salvation Army (Dunkirk and Jamestown),
Westfield Community Pantry, WIC, and YWCA
Jamestown.

By connecting community generosity with the expertise
of local partner agencies, United Way mobilizes local
resources to strengthen youth opportunity here in
Chautauqua County - and help young people realize their
full potential from birth to graduation.

On February 7, United Way of Chautauqua County welcomed 124 girls from five school districts to Steele
Hall Fieldhouse at SUNY Fredonia for an athletic and confidence-building event called Girls In Sports.
Presented in partnership with Chautauqua Striders and Fredonia State Athletics, the morning brought

together girls ages 9 to 12 from the Brocton, Dunkirk, Forestville, Ripley and Chautauqua Lake districts to
rotate through six sport stations - soccer, lacrosse, tennis, softball, volleyball, and cheerleading. Led by 120
women collegiate student-athletes, the event saw county girls paired with volunteers serving as mentors
and role models.

A total of 99% of participants rated the event as excellent or good, and the same percentage said it
inspired them to want to play a sport at their school. For many, the day marked their first time ever
stepping onto a collegiate athletic facility. The impact is by design: girls drop out of sports at

twice the rate of boys by adolescence, and Girls in Sports works to interrupt that trend.

The event reflects United Way’s commitment to Youth Opportunity, helping young

people realize their full potential from birth to graduation by opening doors not just

to new sports, but to a wider sense of what’s possible.




GENTRAL AVE GOWORK

Central Ave CoWork reflects United Way of Chautauqua County’s
commitment to strengthening the nonprofit sector by creating spaces where
collaboration can thrive.

POWERED BY
PARTNERSHIPS

Located within United Way's Dunkirk office, Central Ave CoWork provides “hot
desk” cubicles, a 12-seat meeting room, and opportunities for connection among
mission-driven organizations. By reducing overhead costs and encouraging
collaboration, the space allows nonprofits to dedicate more resources to serving the
community while fostering new partnerships and shared solutions.

Central Ave CoWork represents more than a shared office. It
is an investment in stronger nonprofits, greater efficiency, and a CENTRAL AVE

more connected Chautauqua County. GUWO rk
\_/

THE GAPAGITY LAB

As a founding partner of The Capacity Lab, United Way of Offerings provided this past year included monthly peer-
Chautauqua County works alongside regional foundations led networking and learning events, regional and local

and nonprofit leaders to increase organizational capacity, leadership cohorts, panel discussions, trainings centered
foster collaboration, and expand access to high-quality on fundraising and the board president / executive director
training and resources. partnership, and providing resources to local nonprofits.
Through professional development opportunities, Capacity Lab partners include the Northern Chautauqua
leadership training, peer learning, and shared problem Community Foundation, Chautauqua Region Community
solving, The Capacity Lab helps local organizations become | Foundation, Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation, and Ralph C.
more resilient, effective, and sustainable. Wilson, Jr. Foundation.

2110F WESTERN NEW YORK

In the last year from July 1, 2025 through June 30,2026, 211 WNY received 3,736 calls for assistance from callers in Chautauqua
County - a 15 percent increase over the previous year. This follows a 17 percent increase from the previous year, continuing a year-
over-year trend which speaks to both growing community need and increasing awareness of the 211 program. Top service requests

continue to be for VITA appointments and housing/shelter.

211 Western New York is a free and valuable service for all citizens of Chautauqua County, made possible
through the partnership and support of United Way. This free resource is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week and can be accessed via phone, text, email and internet. To access the free resources of 211, simply call
by dialing 2-1-1 or 888-696-9211, visit 211wny.org, or text your zip code to 898-211.

> ALLOCATIONS VOLUNTEERS

John Felton - Southern Chautauqua Lorie Johnson - Retired
Lisa Allenson - Community Bank Federal Credit Union Terri Johnson - The Resource Center
Lauren Beichner - Community Bank Dave Foti - M&T Bank Deb Kathman - Retired
Elizabeth Booth - Retired Sarah Gilbert - Independent grant writer Carey Lee - Family Service of the
Regina Brackman - Jamestown City Council president Lisa Goodell - Retired Chautauqua Region
Lisa Christ - UPMC Tyler Gotowka - Lawley Insurance Gary Loll - Retired
Rosemarie Clarke - Healing Word Ministries Amy Harding - Lake Shore Bank Jennifer Lundmark - Cummins JEP
Tyneatta Couser - Southern Tier Carol Hay - Retired Rachel Ludwig - Chautauqua County Department

Environments for Living Reuben Hernandez - Chautauqua County of Mental Hygiene

Tom Courtice - Retired Land Bank Erika Mayberry - Chautauqua Striders
Jon DeAngelo - Chautauqua County Govt. Kelly Jose - Jamestown Community Lew Meckley - Retired
Magdalena Dye - Cattaraugus County Bank Learning Council Shane Monroe - YWCA Jamestown



JAMESTOWN YOUNG PROFESSIONALS

Jamestown Young Professionals is a network of United Way
of Chautauqua County that is designed to attract, grow, and
mobilize the next generation of leaders in our community
for whom giving back is a core value.

Through networking, professional development, volunteerism,
and civic engagement, JYP provides opportunities for emerging
professionals to build relationships while investing in the
future of Chautauqua County. By connecting people to one
another and to causes larger than themselves, JYP helps
foster a community where young professionals can live, lead,
and make a lasting impact.

In this last year, JYP hosted several networking events as well
as a series of finance workshops, a mixer at Pearl City Clay
House, coffee networking meetups at Crown Street Roasting
Company, a day of volunteering for Toys For Tots, and
members participated in a community clean-up day of the city
as well as facilitated a walking tour of small businesses

in downtown Jamestown.

In addition to United Way staff member Dan Siracuse, the JYP
Planning Team is comprised of: Catherine Baglia, 716 Media;
David Meekins, Edward Jones; Joe Rice, local artist and web &
brand designer; Emma Steele, Alliance Financial Network; lan
Jacobs, Jacobs Marketing; Sarai Torres, Southern Chautauqua
Federal Credit Union; Joseline Rosa, Southern Chautauqua
Federal Credit Union; Sydney Smith, Chautauqua Striders;

and Chris Saladarriaga, UpTwnKix.

Mark Nelson - Guardian Life Insurance

Beth Oakes - Child Advocacy Program

Mark Panebianco - Slone Melhuish
Insurance

Kathryn Parsons - Retired

Julie Possai - Retired

Alyssa Porter - Chautauqua Institution

School District
Nicholas Stern - M&T Bank
Uvie Stewart - Pastor, Emmanuel
Temple Church
Melissa Storms - Wegmans
Christine Swanson - Paychex

Traci Stevenson - Cassadaga Valley Central

Carri Raynor - Chautauqua County Govt.

Andres Rodriguez - United Refining
Kathy Rossey - Lockwood Agency
Emma Steele - Alliance Advisory Group

Cheryl Tabone - SUNY Fredonia

Erin Tarana - TAR Enterprises

Kendra Trask - Hope's Windows
Solimar Vazquez - Chautauqua Region
Community Foundation

The very best progress happens at the
intersection of business and community. Day
of Caring and Impact Tours are components
of a program facilitated by United Way called
“Business Meets Community.”

DAY OF CARING

United Way facilitates volunteer events for groups to
give back through a half day of direct service. United
Way provides all the coordination for the group to
achieve impactful volunteerism at one of many local
agencies. It's both a boon to the local agency in need
as well as day of teambuilding and staff development.

IMPAGT TOUR

Over the course of 2-3 hours, United Way takes
groups on a whistlestop tour of agencies in the county
to hear from their teams about the programs and
impact being made at each site. Individuals
get to witness firsthand why giving to United
Way matters — as we connect the dots from
donorship to allocations to the impact

made in the lives of local individuals.

Dave Walter - Retired Architect

Jaunita Walter - Retired

Joelle Washer - Northwest Bank

Jennifer Wilkins - SUNY Fredonia

Leslie Wille - Northern Chautauqua
Community Foundation

Kelly Workman - Weber Knapp

Ina Wright - STEL




> ALLOCATIONS 2025-2026

A/ YourH oprorTuNiTY $589.000

A Children’s Place Childcare $16,000
A Children’s Place

After School Cub Scouts Program $10,000
Allegheny Highlands Council

Arise Circles $6,000
Arise Chautauqua

After School Learning & Enrichment Program $15,000

Boys & Girls Club Northern Chautauqua County

CCCC Curriculum, Assessment and Family Connection....
Campus & Community Children’s Center

CASA $25,000
Court Appointed Special Advocates

.$15,000

Youth Vision Screening $8,000
CBA Vision Rehabilitation

Early Childhood Program $20,000
Chautauqua Lake Child Care Center

Mentoring & Social Emotional Learning $50,000
Chautauqua Striders

On-Track Tutoring $8,000
Chautauqua Striders

4-H Youth Development Programming $7,500
Cornell Cooperative Extension

Camp and Troop Experience $10,000
Girl Scouts of Western New York

After School Program $15,000
Girl Scouts of Western New York

Learning Enrichment & Academic Progress (LEAP) $19,000

Jamestown Public School
PAT Plus (Combined with TEAM and Community Based).w .$49,500
Jamestown Community Learning Council

Work & Career Readiness in |PS $5,000
Junior Achievement of Western New York

Universal Prevention $40,000
Prevention Works

Children and Family Outreach Program $19,000
Salvation Army

Kidz Programming $12,000
The Relief Zone

Ready for Work & Ready For Life $155,000
WCD Boys and Girls Club of Jamestown

Passport to Adventure $9,000
YMCA of Jamestown

Teen Center $20,000
YMCA of Jamestown

Early Care & Education $55,000
YMCA of Jamestown

== SELF-SUFFICIENCY

CHQ Co Literacy Program $15,000
Literacy Volunteers of Chautauqua County
Invest U $15,000

$30,000

The Resource Center

ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY IMPACT

211 $12,600
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) $18,282
Special Projects (Literacy Week, Girls In Sports, 1.D.EA, Community Baby Shower $48,237
Other Community Impact $140,612
Donor Designations $24,027

Vickye James was a member of the Board of Directors

of United Way for seven years and served as Board

President from 2008-2010. She was one of only six

female presidents during the 106-year history of

United Way, and the only African American to ever

serve as president. She was passionate about serving
her community, empowering youth, and giving voice to historically
marginalized people in the city of Jamestown. The 2025-2026 recipients
of the Vickye James Blueprint Fund were the Juneteenth festivals in
Dunkirk and Jamestown.

17

Adult Day Services Scholarship Fund $38,000
Chautauqua Adult Day Care

Vision Rehabilitation $16,000
CBA Vision Rehabilition

Trauma Counseling $32,000
Child Advocacy Program

Membership Program Support $18,500
Community Connections at Findley Lake

Counseling (Office and School were combined) $60,000
Family Service of the Chautauqua Region

Home Delivered Meal Program $20,000
Meals on Wheels of Jamestown

Home Delivered Meals $15,000
Meals on Wheels Dunkirk/Fredonia

Recovery/Peer Coaching $39,000
Mental Health Association of Chautauqua County

Intervention Services & Parenting $15,000

Prevention Works

w1 GOMMUNITY RESILIENGY $290.500

Services/Friendly Kitchen/Foot Pantry $28,000
Chautauqua County Rural Ministry

CHQ Co Community Resilience $17,000
Chautauqua Home Rehabilitation and Improvement Corp.

Comprehensive Life Safety Program $10,000
Chautauqua Safety Village

Helping Families in Need $17,000
Community Helping Hands

Partners Fighting Hunger $10,000
FeedMore WNY

Mobile Market $15,000
Jamestown Farmers Market

Disaster Cycle Services $56,000
American Red Cross of Western New York

ANEW. $40,000
Salvation Army

Comprehensive Financial Assistance Program $51,000
Salvation Army

UCAN City Mission $20,000
UCAN CITY Mission

Y on the Fly (formerly hungry kids) $6,500
YMCA of Jamestown

Transitions $20,000
YMCA Jamestown

EMERGENGY FUNDING FOR UNITED WAY
COMMUNITY PARTNERS PROVIDING

FOOD ASSISTANGE: $251000

In November 2025, UWCHQ Board of Directors approved
emergency funding for local food providers serving households
whose SNAP benefits were paused due to the government
shutdown. The funding helped agencies whose shelves and
resources had been significantly reduced due to the SNAP Crisis.

Chautauqua County Rural Ministry $3,000
Dunkirk Fredonia Meals on Wheels $ 1,000
FeedMore WNY $11,000
Jamestown Public Market $ 1,000
Meals on Wheels - Jamestown $2,000
Salvation Army. $6,000
YMCA Jamestown $ 1,000




STATEMENT OF FINANGIAL POSITION

Assets June 30, 2026
Cash S 536,976
State Employee Federated Appeal Cash (SEFA) 25,712

Investments & Endowments
(Jlohn A. & Oscar Johnson Memorial Fund, Northern Chautauqua

Community Foundation, CRCF Century Society) 3,164,240

Total Cash & Investments 3,726,928
For the eleventh consecutive

Total Receivables - Grants, 2025 & 2026 Campaign 323,880 year, United Way of
Total SEFA Receivables 14,058 Chautauqua'Cqunt_y has
Prepaid Expenses 5331 earned top distinction for
Fixed A Net of D - ; their strong financial health

ixed Assets, Net of Depreciation 170,859 et
Total Assets S 4,241,056 accountability and

- transparency, earning a

e ayens 4-star rating from
llallllltles Charity Navigator.
Accounts Payable, Accruals, Deferred Liabilities ) 98,064
SEFA Liabilities 28,946
Total Liabilities 127,010

Gold
Fund Balance Transparency
2026

Allocations & Donor Designations to Agencies 1,201,146
Budget Restr?cted (Com.m.unity.lmpact) 419,902 Candid.
Budget Restricted (Administrative) 639,548
Budget Restricted (Technology) 10,132
Budget Restricted (Dunkirk Building) 4,883

Fixed Assets, Board Designated,
Restricted & Unrestricted Total Fund Balance 1,838,435

Total Fund Balance
4,114,046

Total Liabilities & Fund Balance ) 4,241,056

SUMMARY OF FINANGIAL RESULTS feartodate  BUOGeted g

FOR YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 2026 TG
1

Revenues S 1778828 § 1684627 § 94,201
Unrealized Gain on Investments 451,724 = 451,724
Distribution from Investments & Endowment Funds 122,255 122,700 (445)
Total Revenues 2,352,807 1,807,327 545,480
Expenses (includes Depreciation & State Employee Federated Appeal) 1,978,896 2,037,739 (58,843)
Revenue Over Expenses S 373911 & (2304120 § 604,323

UNAUDITED STATEMENT - The last financial report for both UWSCC and UWNCC filed with the NYS Office of the Attorney General may be found at www.charitiesnys.com or by calling 212-416-8401.




PLANNED GIVING
MAKE AN IMPAGT

INTHE NEXT 100 YEARS

“A society grows great when we plant trees
whose shade we know we shall
never sit in.” - Greek Proverb

THE GENTURY SOGIETY

For an entire century, United Way of Chautauqua County has worked to
improve the lives of every person and family in our community.

The Century Society is the planned giving vehicle of the United Way of Chautauqua County. The Century Society
provides lasting impact by solving problems throughout the next century that cannot even be imagined today.

ESTABLISHED :
EMBERG 2029-2026

David and Lisa Painter David and Marjorie Switala
Peter and Holly Sullivan
Jessie Smith Darrah Fund
Lenna Foundation

Vince and Barb Horrigan
Carol Hay

Dr. Christopher Colburn

While your charitable contribution and estate planning is a thoughtful and personal
process, certain gifting vehicles can help make the process easier. There is a variety
of planned giving options, each with its own advantages. Please see your financial
professional or attorney to discuss how you can make meaningful and personal
impact that will help shape the future of United Way of Chautauqua County.

STO OFFICE: DUNKIRK OFFICE:
UNITED WAY e ™™

626 Central Avenue
Chautauqua Jamestown, NY 14701 Dunkirk, NY 14048
% County 716-483-1561 716-366-5424






